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SMALL GROUP LEADER GUIDE
No Matter What / Week 3

BEFORE GROUP
BOTTOM LINE
Easter reminds us we’re forgiven no matter what.

SCRIPTURE
After breakfast Jesus asked Simon Peter, “Simon son of
John, do you love me more than these?”
“Yes, Lord,” Peter replied, “you know I love you.”
“Then feed my lambs,” Jesus told him.
Jesus repeated the question, “Simon son of John, do
you love me?”
“Yes, Lord,” Peter said, “you know I love you.”
“Then take care of my sheep,” Jesus said.
A third time he asked him, “Simon son of John, do you
love me?”
Peter was hurt that Jesus asked the question a third
time. He said, “Lord, you know everything. You know
that I love you.” (John 21:15-17 NLT).

GOAL OF SMALL GROUP
To point students toward the forgiveness they can find
in Jesus and to encourage them to accept that
forgiveness for themselves.

THINK ABOUT THIS
Small Group Leader pro-tip: Don’t be afraid to sit in the
silence! Sometimes we tend to rush past the pause in
conversation, but remember that the pause can mean a
lot of different things. For some students, it may mean
they’ve checked out or stopped engaging. But for other
students, it may mean they’re processing the question
or thought and thinking about what it means to them.
That’s when a pause in conversation can be helpful!
After all, we want students to really think about what
they feel and are experiencing rather than simply taking
in what we tell them they’re supposed to feel or
experience. Giving them a moment to sit in silence and
process allows them to do just that! As they think on
forgiveness this week, keep in mind that some of your
few may be dealing with major hurts or wrongs that
have been done to them. Follow up with any students
who open up about something that may need further
attention or intervention.
This guide is a suggestion, not a formula. Adjust the
questions and activities as needed, and don’t feel
like you need to do, or ask, everything you see here.

DURING GROUP
ICE BREAKER
What’s your all-time favorite Easter candy?

DISCUSS THIS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Think about a time that someone forgave you for something. How did their forgiveness make you feel?
Think about a time that you forgave someone else for something. How did forgiving them make you feel?
Which one is more difficult for you: to give forgiveness or receive forgiveness? Why?
On a scale of 1 to 10, how easy is it to believe that Jesus forgives you?
Does knowing you’re forgiven no matter what change anything for you?
What’s one thing that keeps you from feeling like God forgives you or that you can connect with Him?

DO THIS (EXPERIENCE) #1
As a group, decide on a way you’ll connect with God during this time. This could be listening to a worship song together
that relates to failure/forgiveness, praying as a group, going on a walk, praying alone, journaling, or reading the Bible
together.
7.

This week, what’s one step you can take toward connecting with God?

DO THIS (EXPERIENCE) #2
Give out the provided phone lock screen image or sticker and tell students to use it as a reminder of how they’re loved,
important, and forgiven no matter what.

