
 
 

 

 
 

BEFORE GROUP 
 

BOTTOM LINE 
Lead with love. 
 

SCRIPTURE 
One of them, an expert in religious law, tried to trap him 
with this question: “Teacher, which is the most 
important commandment in the law of Moses?”  
 
Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’  This is 
the first and greatest commandment. A second is 
equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ The 
entire law and all the demands of the prophets are 
based on these two commandments” (Matthew 22:35-
40 NLT).  
 

God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of 
power, love, and self-discipline (2 Timothy 1:7 NLT). 
 

GOAL OF SMALL GROUP 
To encourage students to see that they can positively 
use the authority they have by leading with love. 
 

 

THINK ABOUT THIS 
The goal of this week’s conversation is two-fold. The first 
part is to help your middle schoolers see the places in 
their lives where they do have authority. Choosing where 
they sit on the bus, deciding what to wear to school, 
choosing what words they use with their parents, picking 
their friends at school, choosing who they follow on social 
media—these are all ways your middle schoolers might 
be in charge right now. Secondly, you want to help them 
understand what it means to lead with love. Because this 
is an abstract phrase and your students think very 
concretely in this phase, help them see what this looks 
like lived out. Use a lot of examples in your conversation 
to help them grasp this idea. Then, check in with your 
students during the week to ask how leading with love is 
looking in their lives right now. 
 
This guide is a suggestion, not a formula. Adjust the 
questions and activities as needed, and don’t feel like 
you need to do, or ask, everything you see here. 

 

 
 

DURING GROUP 

ICE BREAKER 
If you could be in charge of anything in the world, what would you be in charge of?  

 
DISCUSS THIS 

1. On a scale of 1 to 10, how much authority would you say most middle schoolers have? 
2. What’s an example of something a middle schooler could be in charge of right now? 
3. What’s one thing you’re in charge of right now?  
4. In your own words, how would you explain what it means to “lead with love”? 
5. Who is one authority figure you know that leads with love?  
6. How do you want people to describe the way you lead when you’re in charge?  
 

DO THIS (EXPERIENCE 1) 
Scatter the provided scenario cards in the middle of your group and have students think through the following: 1) How 
they would respond in real life, 2) How they should not respond, and 3) How they could respond with love in the 
situations.  
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